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CCWSEIVATICR DIVISIOR - KITJIRO 3R/.!iCH 

The Jackpile sdne located on the laguna Indian Reser­
va t ion , Ties Mexico, under lease t o tho Anaconda Company* ^rom. 
the laguna Tueblo Tr ibe , approved Kay 1 , V)Si tiaa oxaadned, i n 
CQcii:any v i t h R. S* F u l t o i , Reeional Uining S x ^ r v i o o r and Rr* 
John Remdon, Mine S i ^ r i n t e n d e n t , on February 1 1 , 1958* 

As aoondad Roveiiier 27« 1956« the lease covers 3f679*09 
acres* Tho l a s t exacdnation for vridch a re^ o r t tms w r i t t e n viae 
cade Roveci>er 27# 1956* 

Ihe production Aroa t h i s leaae a l l ccocs X^on oien ^ i t 
oinine* The th idoiess of the ovex^urden i n the p i t has varied 
tvon a fev f«>t t o over 200 and the r r ea toe t thicknQss v! 11 reach 
120 fee t in tho northeast seoti(»:* Ovtsrburden i s resoved "^j 
d i e s d and e loc t r i c shovels and i s a l l haiilsd I^os tho p i t t o the 
vas t s dutf) by Euclid trucks* 

Hooovsry of ore teca. the tvo ore sones i s a l so ^ 
poRor shovels and truck* Select ive nining i e p rac t iced i n tho 
recovery of the oi« and a l l the or* t h a t shons values of U^Og 
i s saved* Ore of plus lOjC i s a l l sen t t o the nd l l a t Blue T?6ter 
ond ore v i t h val\»B of sdnus lOjS i s s tock p i l e d i n three areas 
aocozdlnE to tho p«da* The th ree s tockpi les contain ere of 
minus >Q5^, *05!lÊ  t o •075^ K A * 0 7 5 ^ t o .lO^S, respec t ive ly . 

Ore filliped t o the s d l l i s a l so blended to laaleo ah ip -
QBnts a s ua i fom as possible* A stockpi le of ore of loir va lues , 
ninus •20!E i s naintained i n the p i t » and ore ft'oa t h i s r i l e i s 
loaded out t o blend v i t h hieher grade ore a s i t i s lained* The 
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stocl."Pile in the pit ill also rradcd as to lower or higher values 
bottreen .10% arxt .20%. 

&.ch truck or rock from t.."le ore zone pasaos \.lll&:!r port­
able towero where 1 t is 1-:robcd and sar:;r.lod. 'I'he results oi tho 
prcbint; deterr:dne where t..lte load should go either to tr.e railroad 
ca.ra, pit stoch.1Jile1 eit.~er one of the throo rosorve stoolTiloa or 
to tha waste d\.U:P• The saq;les froc: oa.ch truck are run and a 
~lue ot UJOG is mintained for each atoclq:·ile. 

Ore ahirr,ed to tho ntU1 is dumped into a hopt.er that 
reeds a prlr::ary crusher i'roti. w~li.c.l-t it is transported to the rnU­
road cars by a 450 foot long rubber belt. The belt is equipped 
wl th a recording counter which records the r;rade of ore loaded 
into each railroad car. The recorder is B";nchronized with the car 
rx:>veoont. By knowing the grade or ore in each railroad car a 
uniform rood can be mintn~ned at the mill. 

Overburden in the pit is re:noved in bench of 40 foot 
vertical height and froo 60 to no feet \fide. 'No ever hanging high 
walls were obse::-ved. The overburden is drilled by vertical holea 
from tho benches nnd w~.th aut;Gr ty1:e t·orror drills. High voltace 
olectric cables are bridged over ha·:lage roads and passageway~. 
All ot;>lO'!JeGS nre furnia'l1ed yl th respirato:. .. n Tihic.~ are worn when 
dunty condi tiona are inccuntcrod. Hoad ways arc wet down to 
mirJ.cl.ze dusty cond:i. tiona. 

Tho ore body is mapped by drilling • ! rir.acy drilling 
is on 100 root centers. IT co.!:l:lerc:Lal oro is indicated by san;:;l­
~ d'.ll:'ing pril$1"'\J drilling rer..oval o! overburden is stnrtod. 
!Je!'orc all the overburden is removod socond.ary core drlllinc is 
done on 50 foot centers and in soma instances an 25 foot ccntore 
to ::ore closely outline the ore de;::osi t and detorr:.ine t:ho r;rade 
of ore to be uncovered. This r:ethod also reduces tho cost or 
drilling. 

t,!"eaal covered by Tiaste d.u.zlps am otock: ilea are also 
thoroughly drilled in order to be sure no co::oorcial ore is 
covered by waote r:n terial. 

Stripping or over~urden continues Ulree shifts a day, 
sewn days a week. Ore is produced one ohift a day except on 
Saturdays_ \"rhen ore is r;rod.uced on two shifts. which r:akes a total 
or seven producing shirts a •ek• 
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All enployoea except somo uupervisory and technical 
pcroonnol are Laguna India.'18• Production tor tho past year has 
averaged about 801000 tons or ore a month. 

c. u. YcConnell 
Deyuty Re{:ional Mining Sw1ervisor 

Orig. to: Supt., United Pueblo, Albuquol.'que 
CCI Chie!1 Mining Branch, USGS, Washington 

s conm., Office or Indian Jo.!faira 
: File& 
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